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ALBERT EDMUND COCKRAM 

Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.20 pm]: As the Melbourne Cup is next week and my great 
grandfather Albert Edmund Cockram won a third place in a Melbourne Cup with his horse Brown Rajah, I 
thought I would give the WA history of racing in the early days, although this particular Melbourne Cup story 
has a twist, as many racing stories do. I will come back to this later. 

Albert Cockram purchased Burswood Island in 1905 with the intention of building Belmont racecourse. It cost 
him £25 000 for 431 acres. He had to buy back all the blocks that had been purchased in the subdivision of 
Burswood so he could withdraw the plan for Burswood at the time. A church had purchased four blocks but was 
not allowed to sell them under its law, so he had to negotiate and buy the church better blocks elsewhere, which 
was accepted. Once this was done, the Belmont and Goodwood racecourses became his. He started and 
completed the place, which is another story in itself. He had also negotiated to purchase a racecourse in England; 
however, he was interrupted by the war. He was the largest importer of thoroughbred horses into Australia, 
bringing out 150 by ship in one year. His horses won at the Perth Cup, the Sydney Cup, the Epsom Cup, the 
Metropolitan, the Railway Stakes and the Victorian Derby, but the big one—the Melbourne Cup—eluded him. 
He also won in New Zealand and England with his horses. Two horses that won the Perth Cup were 
Dollar Dictator and Apple Charlotte, which he brought out from England. Apple Charlotte also won the Railway 
Stakes.  

He even had time to purchase frontages on Barrack and Murray Streets for £11 000 and sold them 18 months 
later for £38 000, which of course is very sad for me now! He was owner and founding director and chairman of 
Griffin Coal, so he had many interests. However, back to horses. Another horse of his that won the Sydney Cup 
was Ian ’Or, which was also imported from England. My great grandfather also imported horses from France and 
Ireland. He selected the horses himself. The winners of major races, or at least some of them, were Satelles, the 
Verderer, Murthly, Brown Rajah, Great Applause, Pagoda, Quinologist and Tintinara. In his first year at stud, 
Satelles sired Crucis, a Sydney Cup winner. Three horses that he had an ambitious program for were Great 
Applause, who was to win the Perth Cup; Brown Rajah, the Melbourne Cup; and Murthly, the Sydney Cup. 
Great Applause won the Perth Cup. However, as with all gambling, nothing is a sure thing. 

Another trio of good racehorses brought in from England included Continn, Peter the Hermit and Sir Thomas. 
Sir Thomas sired Crystal Stream and Ductile; the latter figuring prominently in a Perth Cup. Rebus was also a 
Sydney Cup winner. Other racehorses included Ozonia, Ergot, Cunjeboy and Duke Humphrey, who sired the 
Derby winner Prince Humphrey. I could go on and on with the horses that he bought and sold and made a 
fortune on. The newspaper of the day used to say, “Our own Albert E. Cockram has imported, during his long 
association with the stud stock business, more thoroughbred racehorses than any other man, syndicate or stud 
company in Australia.” The amount of stake money won by horses imported by “A.E.C.” would go a long way 
towards erasing the estimated deficit of “Micawber” Mitchell’s government for the current year. That was no 
understatement. Every year, no matter which government was in, they would say the same.  

I have put my great grandfather’s name forward to the Racing Hall of Fame. He died in 1943. He still owned 
Belmont and Goodwood racecourses at the time of his death. He was the last private owner before government 
control. I believe Belmont was sold to the WA government for £95 000, which was not a bad effort for 
431 acres, in today’s terms. Goodwood was sold for £45 000. Time does not permit me to go into all the horses 
that he had, but I have documented many of them. It is a work in progress.  

Some years after his death, The Western Mail ran a six-part series on his life as told by my great grandfather to 
the journalist known as R.G. I thank the National Library of Australia for keeping this history, as well as our 
own J.S. Battye Library of West Australian History. It is a fascinating look at the history of our state and the men 
and women who made it this way.  

Back to the Brown Rajah twist and the Melbourne Cup: he came third and my great grandfather won £1 000 for 
10 minutes, before it was taken off him after a protest. However, he went on to have many more wins. It is 
thanks to him that we have such good bloodlines today. I hope that the racing fraternity will proudly hang his 
picture in the Racing Hall of Fame because he was the father of racing in Western Australia. I am sure his 
daughter Beverley Barrett, who is still alive, would love to see her father given his place in racing history.  

The PRESIDENT: I hope he sends you a good tip next Tuesday!  
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